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Project Amistad assists elderly through guardianship program

CATRINA FRANCIS
Monitor Staff

Since 1976, the League of United
Latin American Citizens has been pro-
viding services through Project
Amistad for elderly and disabled
adults in the El Paso community. It
has been contracted with the county of
El Paso to administer indigent
guardianship since 1994.

According to LPA, their goal is to
eliminate abuse, neglect and exploita-
tion among the elderly and disabled in
the community through advocacy and
casework services, one case at a time.

LPA assists the elderly through
guardianship because there are times
when they do not have anyone to care
for them and a third party has to some-
times step in to assist as a neutral
party because the parties cannot agree
on care. LPA also assists if there are
family members who are not always
able to assist the elderly person with
care or they may not be deemed the
appropriate person.
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“The case of elderly
people is one of the
toughest areas because
there is seldom a clear
bright line that lets us
know if someone is inca-
pacitated or they have
capacity. We have to lis-
ten to the testimony and
see if there is a need for
guardianship,” said Max
Higgs, probate judge for
the county of El Paso.

LPA acts as a guardian

ance bond, LPA is
promising to perform
duties for the person
and their estate.
Sometimes these
duties include nursing
homes or an adult fos-
ter home.

“When they are in
an adult foster home,
we check on the per-
son three to four times
a month depending on
the care. We also

to determine a person’s
residence, type of med-
ical care they receive and
who would have access to
that person. If the individ-
ual has money, LPA or
another guardian may be
appointed to become
guardian of their estate.
Once LPA is appointed guardian-
ship, they file their oath and perform-
ance bond. By swearing to a perform-
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3 Piece Microfiber Dual Reclining Sectional

This plush 3 piece sectional will make your living room more cozy for the Holidays.
Covered in an easy-care microfiber upholstery with the luxurious look and feel of
suede. It features dual recliners, convenient storage console and a full size sleeper.

Visit us at www.roomstore.com
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Max Higgs, Probate Judge
for the county of El Paso,
looks over documents.
Higgs is responsible for
deciding guardianship for
the citizens of El Paso.
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check on them when
they are in the nursing
home because we
want to ensure they
are being cared for,”
said Xavier Banales,
executive director for
LPA.

LPA also serves as guardians for
foreign nationals. They come to the
area because their spouse may have
been in the military and if the spouse
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dies they are often left alone, because
they do not have family in the country.
LPA assists those who are foreign
nationals and the assistance can be
placement in a nursing home or they
assist with buying stamps, post cards
and arrange telephone calls to their
various family members in other
countries.

Higgs said families can save them-
selves and their loved ones a lot of
trouble if they utilize the Judge
Advocate Corps and have a living will
and a healthcare directive done. By
doing this, families can avoid the
expense of guardianship.

According to LPA, in 2003 they
provided guardianship services for
156 wards. During this time, 12 wards
passed away and LPA made all funer-
al arrangements and on several occa-
sions, were the only persons attending
the funeral services.
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COORDINATOR

Serve as liaison w/high schools; locate, screen, & train volunteer host
families; serve as mentor for international students.

Qualifications: affinity for teens, international interest, marketing abilities,
& detail oriented. Work on flexible basis from home, receive
support/training, earn travel incentives & supplemental income.

Submit resume to:

S. George, SHARE! GeorgeERDT@aol.com or fax: 817-441-6314
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Offer valid now through 11/28/2005. 1) On your RoomStore credit card, subject fo credit approval, (Minimum purchase: $1499.00.) Monthly payments are required. Your amount financed for this purchase will be divided into 36 monthly payments from the date of purchase, if your Account is kept current. Finance Charges will not be billed to
your Account during the 36 month promotional period as long as you make the Total Minimum Monthly Payment indicated on your billing statement each month. Once the promotional period ends, any amounts unpaid on this promotional credit plan will be repaid at the Standard APR and Minimum Monthly Payment amount of the greater
of $10 or 3.2% of the ‘New Balance'. The variable Standard Rate APR is Prime Rate + 15.9 percentage points (22.65% as of 10/25/2005). For Accounts not kept current, the Default Rate APR of Prime Rate + 19.9 percentage points (26.65% as of 10/25/2005) will be applied to all balances on your Account. Standard Minimum 18.9% APR. Default
Minimum 22.9% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $1.00. Please see your Cardnolder Agreement and Disclosure Statement for details. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your RoomStore credit card, Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your
cardholder agreement for information, 20% Down payment required on special orders and value packs. 2) Subject to credit approval on The Roomstore credit card. Minimum purchase of $999.00 required for No Money Down, No Interest, No Payments for 18 Months, If balance on these purchases is paid in full before the expiration of the 18
months promotional period and your Account is kept current, accrued Finance Charges will not be imposed on these purchases. If balance on these purchases is not paid in full, Finance Charges will be assessed from the date of purchase at the variable Standard Rate APR of Prime Rate + 15.9 percentage points (22.65% as of 10/25/2005).
For Accounts not kept current, the variable Default Rate APR of Prime Rate + 19.9 percentage points (26.65% as of 10/25/2005) will be applied to all balances on your Account. Standard minimum 18.9% APR. Default minimum 22.9% APR. $1.00 Minimum Finance Charge. 20% Down payment required on special orders and value packs. 3) No
minimum purchase required. Cash purchases include cash, check and major credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, Discover & American Express). Discount savings apply only to furniture and accessories, Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid toward the purchase of floor samples, closeouts, special orders, value packs, Gift Certificates
or Super Buys. Does not apply fo previous purchases. 4) 10% Savings apply only to regular retail priced recliners. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Does not apply fo previous purchases. Not valid toward the purchase of floor samples, closeouts, special orders or value packs. See store for defails. Correction nofices for errors in this ad
will be posted in our stores. 'LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE: If within 30 days affer your purchase, an identical item is offered for sale or advertised by a major stocking, full service retailer within the local area, The RoomStore wil, after verification, beat the competitor's price or your purchase is FREE! See sfore for details. ©RoomStore, Inc. 11/24/2005



